
Embracing 
Failure



Embracing 
Failure



Fail early, fail often, but always fail forward.” 

-John C. Maxwell

Claire Murphy
GRA 462: Visual Communication VI 
Visual Communication Design Program
The Design School
Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts
Arizona State University
August 2019 - May 2020

“



5

Table of Contents
Introduction

Semester I
Clock project
Introduction
Sketches
Prototype
Final Clock

Poster Show 
Introduction
Poster Design
Set up
Clock Auction

Social Issue
Introduction
Topic
Narrowing Down
Presentation

Semester II
Senior Show
Introduction
Poster Design
Display Sketches
Interactive Piece
Final Display

Adapt
Corona Virus
Adapting
Class of 2020
Conclusion

Sources
Colophon

11

21

33

45

61

7

13
15
17
19

23
25
27
31

35
37
39
41

47
49
51
53
55

59
61
63
65



7

Introduction

Hello! My name is Claire Murphy and I’m graduating from 

the Herberger School of Design and the Arts in Graphic 

Design. I’ve always had a passion for art from a young 

age but it wasn’t till I started taking design classes in high 

school that I knew graphic design was my calling. My 

mom graduated from the Herberger design program in 

1989 so I knew that was the ASU was the school to go to.

Through my four years of learning at ASU there are many 

lessons outside of typical design work that I’ve learned. 

One of the biggest things I struggled with learning was 

that failure is ok. It’s ok to fail and it’s ok to fail often. 

Failure just means that there’s more room for growth and 

more room for refinement. With each project there were 

days that it seemed like each variation was just another

failure. Days and weeks of no’s and try agains can be 

disheartening but once I saw the finished product and 

looked back on those failures I understood why they were 

made and appreciated the extra work and care that I 

had to push through to make it there. This book includes 

many of those failed itirations and trials that I experienced 

through my senior year of Graphic Design. 



9

Semester I
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Clock Project

11
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Introduction

All of our projects for senior year in the Graphic Design 

Program would be centered around a chosen social 

issue. For the clock project our goal was to take our social 

issue and create a sort of info graphic clock that would 

show our issue while keeping the ability to tell time. We 

would then create the clock physically to be auctioned off 

later at the senior poster show.
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Sketches

The theme of my clock goes along with the theme of my 

social issue which is food deserts. I wanted to show the 

time it takes a person living in a food desert to drive to a 

healthy food source in correlation to the time it would take 

a person not living in a food desert. After variations and 

edits I was able to finalize my clock design.

DESERT

DESERTDistance

DESERTDistance

DESERTDistance

DESERTNutrition
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Prototype

Creating the actual clock was a challenge. I wanted to 

keep the same color scheme as my design with a black 

base and green and white highlights. I first tried creating 

the clok on clear acrylic in the hopes that I could spray 

paint it black and add details but after a few tries it was 

unsuccesful. Thankfully I was able to research into acrylic 

types and find a black acrylic that worked perfectly with 

the lasercutters and was able to use acrylic paint, with the 

stencil left by the lasercutter, to add the fine details.
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Final Clock

I’m very proud of the way my final clock turned out. The 

black acrylic really allows the white and green highlights 

to pop and has a nice shine. Unfortunantly I was unable 

to get the Nutrition circle in the middle to tick along with 

the seconds hand so it’s left to follow along with the 

minute hand. If I were to redo this project, I would love 

to research more ways to try and get that second hand 

to work properly. Other than that, it functions perfectly as 

both a clock and an infographic showing the desparity 

between healthy food in a normal urbanized area in 

contrast to a food desert.
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Poster Show

21
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Introduction

The poster show is a fundraising event put on by the 

senior class at ASU Herberger. The previous summer 

we completed internships all around the world and were 

tasked with bringing home at least 3 posters that would 

be sold to help fund our senior show later in the year. It 

was held on campus at the social science building one 

November 13, 2019 from 6–9 pm.
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Social Science Building, 
ASU Tempe Campus

Visual
Communication
Design

Wednesday, November 13
6 pm – 9 pm
asu.edu/postershow

Around
Just

The

Corner
The Visual Communication Design poster show will be here before you know it. 
Don’t miss out seeing a variety of beautiful posters displayed from wall to wall.

Visual
Communication
Design

Arizona State University
1151 Forest Ave
(480)956-1000

10 am -2 pm
Food and drink provided
asu.edu/postershow

POSTER

SHOW

PO
S

TER
SH

OW

Visual
Communication
Design

Arizona State University
1151 Forest Ave
(480)956-1000

10-2 pm
Food and Drink Provided

asu.edu/postershow

Poster Design

The concept behind this project was to make a poster 

to market the Senior poster show. I misunderstood the 

requirements and thought the theme needed to be poster 

show. Thankfully, I was able to change my theme and 

create an interesting poster with visuals and a tagline that 

subltly portray the poster show.
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Set Up

Poster show was by far one of the biggest events 

our class had to organize. I ended up setting up and 

taking down hundreds of stands and posters. We spent 

weeks organizing all the posters then a full day setting 

up the stands and making sure the correct posters 

correstponded with the correctly numbered stands. At 

the end of the even we reorganized the purchased and 

unpurchased posters then tore down the displays.
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For my internship I went to Japan to work for IC4Design, 

a company focusing on illustratoion mixed with design. 

They graciously donated some beautiful poster that were 

all three bid on during the show.
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Clock Auction

Our finished clocks were also avaliable for bidding to 

help raise funds for the final senior show. It was neat 

to see everyone’s finished works on display side by 

side, showing a wide array of social issues and creative 

solutions to showing those issues.
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Social Issue

35



35

Food Deserts. What are food deserts?

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, more 

than 23 million people in the United States live in areas 

without access to supermarkets or other stores selling a 

variety of affordable healthy food options. While there’s 

no one standard definition to go by, food deserts are 

generally considered to be places where residents don’t 

have access to affordable nutritious foods like fruits, 

vegetables and whole grains. Instead of grocery stores 

or farmers markets, these areas often have convenience 

stores and gas stations with limited shelf space available 

for healthy options—making nutritious foods virtually 

inaccessible for many families there. 

Why is this an issue?

“Adequate access to healthy food is often considered a 

basic human right and ensuring that all communities have 

equal access to healthy food options” is a problem that 

needs a solution. Without access to healthy foods people 

are forced to eat unhealthy foods from their local gas

station or convenience store rather than a grocery store 

or food market. People living in food deserts are 55% less 

likely to have a good quality diet. Research has concluded 

that food deserts hinder residents’ dietary habits and 

thus contribute to poor diet quality and heighten the risk 

for serious diseases. This can lead to a variety of health 

problems. $71 Billion in health care costs in the U.S. could

be saved by a healthier diet. 

Players

Nonprofit organizations such as Fresh Express has also 

made healthful food more accessible. Fresh Express 

is a mobile food truck operated by Discovery Triangle. 

It purchases food directly from farmers at wholesale, 

then sells it at no profit. It is essentially a grocery store 

on wheels that sells fresh fruits and vegetables to 

communities (living in food deserts) including schools, 

apartment complexes, senior centers, and health clinics

across Phoenix and Tampa, Arizona. The operational 

costs of nonprofits such as Fresh Express are made 

possible through grants, donations, and sponsorships.

Three years ago the city of Phoenix, which has over 40 

food deserts, signed a program to get rid of deserts by 

2050 by increasing urban agriculture and establishing 

new farmer’s markets. A study by ASU showed that if 

they converted 5% of thier city space to urban agriculture 

they could meet their food desert goal. Farm Express is a 

non-profit operates two buses that travel to under-served 

communities. The buses are retrofitted as mobile grocery 

markets. The produce is sold at cost. Over the past five 

years, the food buses have served some 40 thousand 

people.

Target Audience

The most important audience is the general public living 

outside of food deserts. It’s a fairly unknown issue for 

people not living in one. The general public also has the 

ability to elect officials into office that can create change.

Government leaders and politicians who have the power 

to either get elected into office or are currently in office 

and create change as well are also a core part of the 

target audience. We want to inform them on the issue so 

they can create policies to rectify it.

How can VC help

Graphic design can help educate the population on the 

issue of food desert in an easy to digest visual manner. 

Swaying public opinion to rally together to make a change

either through helping non profit organizations or through 

voting can help reduce the effects of food deserts helping 

the people living in them. I think creating easy to read 

infographics and campaign items such as billboards,

posters and online ads that spread awareness of the 

issue and how people can help. As well as linking these 

ads to an online website that can inform viewers of the 

problem as well as how they can help either by donation 

or by voting.

Introduction

Our senior show would revolve around our chosen social 

issue as mentioned previously. Although I knew what my 

issue was when creating the clock, I needed to go and 

go more into depth into my research for the final senior 

show display. This is a complation of the most important 

information I found on my issue as well as answering 

questions I’d need to show visually for the show.
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Topic

Healthy food is a necessity to sustain a healthy life. 

Many people living in food deserts have either limited or

no options to purchase healthy food, leaving them to 

struggle with an unhealthy diet. They live in areas where

the only food options are convenience stores or gas 

stations, where space for healthy food is limited. With the

outbreak of the Corona Virus and shelves being wiped 

clean of many groceries, people living in food deserts

are now left with even less food options. 
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Narrowing Down

Later into the research process I realized I needed to 

narrow my topic down. I decided to focus on local food 

in my home state of Arizona. I looked into the impact the 

food desert crisis has had in Arizona along with what 

government and non profit organizations are doing to 

try and relieve it. It was eye opening to see how big 

of a problem this is and how I had no idea of it before 

choosing the topic. I’m so used to the convinience of a 

grocery story two minutes down the street that I didn’t take 

into account that not everyone had the same resource.
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Food Desert
Claire Murphy

Food Desert
Claire Murphy

Presentation

To finish off the first semester of senior year we needed 

to present our findings on our social issue to a panel 

of teachers and experts. I recieved some helpful ideas 

and critiques from that panel that helped give me more 

directions on where to research the food desert crisis in 

Arizona more in depth.
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Semester II
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Senior Show
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Introduction

For thisWhat the seniior show WAS gonna be

Introduction

The senior show was to be a physical exhibit displaying a 

variety of global social issues and showcasing the graphic 

design skills of our senior classes. After the Corona Virus 

hit the U.S., classes transitioned to online meetings and 

our physical exhibit was canceled. We transitioned from

needing to create a physical display to showing the social 

issues digitally. 
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Poster Design

For this poster I had a clearer idea for its direction after 

creating the senior poster show poster. I knew I wanted 

to relate time with our social issues since it’s the one thing 

that connects all of them together. I came up with the 

rough tagline “There are problems that need fixing before 

time runs out” and created ideas based off that.After 

several variations I came up with the idea of creating an 

hourglass to show our social issues as well as explain that 

we need to fix these issues before time runs out.



51

Food DesertsOver 700,000 
Arizonans live 
in food deserts

Food deserts are generally considered to be places 

whereresidents don’t have access to affordable nutritious

foods like fruits, vegetables and whole grains. Instead of

grocery stores or farmers markets, these areas often have

 convenience stores and gas stations with limited shelf 

space available for healthy options—making nutritious

foods virtually inaccessible for many families there.

Forcing them to 
drive for miles to 
find a healthy 
food alternative

People living in food deserts are 55% less likely to have a good 
quality diet. Research has concluded that food deserts hinder 
residents’ dietary habits and thus contribute to poor diet quality 

and heighten the risk for serious diseases.This can lead to a variety of health problems. $71 Billion in health

care costs in the U.S.  could be saved by a healthier diet.

How can you help? IDK bro

Help
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e 
a 
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he puzzle - feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank.

fee
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ng
am
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ica

.org/find-your-local-foodbank.

Help be a 
solution to 
the puzzle

New name for title 

can ask a question

Where’s The
Food

Display Design

For my display I wanted to create a physical 

representation of the food crisis in Arizona. It features 

prominent shades of green to emphasize the need for 

healthy food with the main draw being a large interactive 

Arizona desert food maze.
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Interactive Piece

Originally this was to be a maze that people would insert 

a custom shopping cart token I created and use a magnet

to navigate the maze. Once completed, the participant 

would retrieve the token and add a chain to the end to 

create a memorable keychain keepsake. Unfortunantely 

due to the outbreak of the Corona Virus and the 

cancelation of our show, I had to rework my interactive 

piece. I knew I wanted to keep the maze, so instead of 

making the takeaway a physical keychain, I decided to 

redesign the maze’s reward to a verbal takeaway. Once 

completed, the letters crossed getting to the end

reveal the answer to the question at the bottom. My goal 

was to leave the participant with a feeling of empathy to

the plight faced by many Arizonans.
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Final Display

Although I’m disappointed that I can’t make a 

physical maze for people to interact with and learn 

from, I’m happy with the final piece along with the 

verbal takeaway. I achieved my goal of creating an 

informative piece with a fun interactive piece to not 

only enjoy but learn from as well.
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Adapt

61
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Corona Virus

I worked as a Graphic Designer for Biodesign my senior 

year which is where I learned more about the corona 

virus. I foolishly thought it would never make its way to 

America. Little did I know this tiny virus would be able to 

shut our school down and transition us to online classed 

after spring break 2020. Pictured is the only time I was 

able to spend with my relatives this Easter, making sure 

to keep my Grandma safe. Not only are face masks the 

new norm but hoarding is becoming the latest problem, 

with shelves empty of necessity and everyone fighting for 

themselves over the last roll of toilet paper.
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Adapting

Adapting to the transition of in person classes to online 

school was a difficult one. Not only did the transition 

make showing and recieving feedback on projects more 

difficult but also the distractions that stay at home are 

now constantly present creating a real demotivating work 

space for me. My biggest challenge was now trying to find 

the motivation to sit at my desk and work rather than take 

a nap on my comfy bed next to me instead. That being 

said this book is a testamony to pushing through and 

finding that motivation to continue on and finish strong.



63

Class of 2020
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Conclusion

“One step at a time, One hope, then another, Who knows 

where this road may go.” Anastasia. Fox, 1998.

Although the class of 2020 Graduation ceremony has 

been canceled I continue on step by step towards the 

next exciting opportunity that awaits. At this point in time 

it doesn’t feel real. I feel like I’ll wake up and drive over to 

studio like any other day this past four years. I’m honored 

to have learned the lessons I have from my time at ASU 

and will never take those for granite. Thank you to all the 

teachers that have taught me to refine my design eye and 

taught me the skills necessary to call myself a designer. 

Finally I’d like to thank all the people that got to the finish 

line. Thank you Mom for putting up with me complaining 

about my failures all the time and for telling me to 

keep going. Thank you Dad for proof reading all my 

assignments at midnight the night before they are due. 

Thank you to my family in Japan that let me experience 

a different side of the world and design itself. And Thank 

you future employeer for hiring me, I make may fail from 

time to time but there’s no other designer that’s going to 

work harder to make up for those mistakes and make the 

best work your company has ever seen than me.
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